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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 23672 

HONG KONG FOR INS/DIDIR FELDMAN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: SREF, VM, CB, UNHCR 

SUBJECT: AIR FRANCE EVACUATION FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON 
REF: HONG KONG 12358 

1 . AN OCTOBER 12 CALL ON FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR 
PIERRE BROCHAND REVEALED THAT THE FRENCH HAD ARRANGED 
FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON THROUGH THE UNHCR FOR THE THREE 
DATES IN OCTOBER LISTED IN REFTEL. BROCHAND SAID THAT 
THE PROJECT HAD BEEN CONCELLED, HOWEVER. THE FLIGHTS 
HAD BEEN DESIGNED TO MOVE CAMBODIANS OUT OF VIETNAM 
BUT THEY ALSO WERE TO HAVE CARRIED VIETNAMESE DEPEN- 
DENTS OF GERMANS AND ITALIANS. THE REASON FOR THE 
MIXTURE WAS THAT THE SRV COULD NOT POLITICALLY 
SUSTAIN AN ALL-CAMBODIAN FLIGHT. 

2. BROCHAND SAID THAT THE AIR FRANCE FLIGHTS FROM 
SAIGON MAY RESUME LATER IN THE YEAR. THERE IS A 
CONISERABLE BACKLOG OF INDIVIDUALS AWAITING AND 
AUTHORIZED TO LEAVE. 
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